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Children’s First World War Half Term Events and Activities 

at IWM London 
25 October - 2 November 2014 

 

 

IWM London will host a variety of First World War themed events for children of all ages during 

this October Half Term. 

 

The National Theatre’s internationally acclaimed War Horse will join the team at IWM London to host two 

special events at the museum.  

 

Inside the Horse, taking place on 28 and 29 October, will see Associate Puppetry Director Jimmy Grimes 

discuss how War Horse was developed as a show and how the horses come alive. Visitors will also have the 

chance to meet Joey the horse after the event. 

 

In Conversation with Rae Smith, also on 28 and 29 October, welcomes the Tony Award-winning designer of 

War Horse to talk about her experiences and her creative approach to designing the play. The Q&A will feature 

a chance to view Rae’s War Horse panorama and Rae will be signing copies of Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse, 

featuring her illustrations. 

 

In addition to these activities, on 26 October visitors can join Horrible Histories® illustrator Martin Brown to 

learn how to draw the ‘Horrible way’, and celebrated children’s authors Sarah Ridley, Bernard Ashley and Tony 

Bradman will discuss the inspiration behind their stories of the First World War in a literature event taking 

place on 27 October. 

 

In a free activity taking place daily throughout October Half Term families can join in and make and grow a 

poppy from paper and wire in A Poppy Field, for a public display at IWM London, a poignant way to remember 

those who have fought in conflicts from the First World War to the present day.  

 

Alongside the dedicated events season IWM London’s new, free and permanent First World War Galleries 

offer a chance for children and adults to discover the story of the war through the eyes of Britain and its 

empire, on both the home and fighting fronts. A series of special family captions are accessible for younger 

visitors, telling the stories of Alfie Knight a nine-year old boy who wanted to join Kitchener’s army, and Tirpitz 

the pig who became the mascot of the cruiser HMS Glasgow among others.   

 

Tickets to these events can be booked online: iwm.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/events/iwm-london


Half Term at IWM London  

A Poppy Field 

 

Daily, 25 October – 2 

November 

11am – 5pm 

Free 

Get crafty and grow your own poppy from paper and wire, then plant it in 

our special poppy field to remember those who gave their lives to protect 

their country, from both world wars to conflicts today. 

 

Suitable for the whole family. 

Martin Brown Draws the First 

World War 

 

Sunday 26 October 

12pm and 3pm 

Tickets 

Adult £7 

Child £7 (must be accompanied 

by an adult) Children under the 

age of 4 go free, but must sit on 

their parents’ seat 

 

Book now: iwm.org.uk 

Illustrator Martin Brown will be bringing his art to life in an action-

packed show, full of jokes, stories and live drawing.  

 

Brush up on your art skills and hear some of the First World War stories of 

life in the Trenches, which inspired Martin’s drawings for Horrible 

Histories®: Terrible Trenches. 

 

There will also be a chance for all budding artists to meet Martin at a 

book signing after the event. Copies of the latest Horrible Histories® 

titles will be available from the IWM shop. 

 

Suitable for the whole family. 

First World War in Children's 

Literature with Sarah Ridley, 

Bernard Ashley and Tony 

Bradman 

 

Monday 27 October 

12 – 1pm and 3 – 4pm 

Tickets 

Adult £7 

Child £7 (must be accompanied 

by an adult) 

Children under the age of 4 go 

free, but must sit on their 

parents’ seat.  

 

Join three writers as they discuss how the First World War has been the 

inspiration for their books. 

 

Sarah Ridley will talk about how real wartime letters helped to inspire 

Dear Jelly and Brothers At War and Bernard Ashley will explore why 

Shadow of the Zeppelin offers several viewpoints from the First World War 

from both English and German perspectives. They will be joined by editor 

and writer Tony Bradman who has collated a fantastic anthology, Stories 

of World War One, that brings together stories of soldiers from Britain and 

its Commonwealth.  

 

Following the event, there will be a book signing with the authors. 

 

Recommended age 9+ 

 

Book now: iwm.org.uk 

In Conversation with Rae 

Smith 

In association with the National 

Theatre 

 

Tuesday 28 – Wednesday 29 

October  

12 – 1pm 

Tickets 

Adult £10 

Child £10 (must be accompanied 

by an adult) 

Children under the age of 4 go 

free, but must sit on their 

parents’ seat. 

Rae Smith, the Tony Award-winning designer of War Horse, will speak 

about her creative approach to the story and how IWM inspired her 

original designs, before taking questions from the audience. Rae will be 

signing copies of Michael Morpurgo's new hardback version of War 

Horse, which features Rae's stunning illustrations. 

 

The Q&A will feature images of designs from War Horse and includes a 

chance for people to view Rae’s War Horse panorama. 

 

This event is suitable for the whole family. 

 

Book now: iwm.org.uk 

Inside the Horse  

In association with the National 

Join us as we go behind the scenes of the award-winning War Horse as 

Associate Puppetry Director Jimmy Grimes demonstrates how the 

horses work and tells us how the show was developed. Joey, the life-size 
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Theatre 

 

Tuesday 28 – Wednesday 29 

October  

3 – 4pm 

Tickets 

Adult £10 

Child £10 (must be accompanied 

by an adult) 

Children under the age of 4 go 

free, but must sit on their 

parents’ seat 

horse puppet, will meet visitors after the event. 
 

This event is suitable for the whole family. 

 

Book now: iwm.org.uk 

 

Family Exhibitions 
Horrible Histories©: Spies 

 

Until 4 January 2015 

 

Adult £6.20; Children £3.30; 

Concession £4.40; Family 

ticket £12.25 - £19 (dependent 

on family size) 

 

Book online to save 10% 

Horrible Histories©: Spies, based on the popular children’s book series 

written by Terry Deary, explores the world of spies during the Second 

World War.  

 

Families can make their way through the exhibition, encountering themes 

such as Ruthless Resistance, Cracking Codes, Great Gadgets, Savage 

Sabotage and Clever Camouflage, and discover techniques used by the 

most cunning spies, including how to make invisible ink, crack codes and 

use fake feet. 

 

First World War Galleries 

 

Now open 

Free  

 

To mark the start of the Centenary of the First World War, IWM London has 

opened new, permanent First World War Galleries. Visitors can discover 

the story of the war through the eyes of people in Britain and its empire, 

both on the home front and the fighting fronts. They are able to see how 

the war started, why it continued, how the Allies won and its global 

impact. 

 

Drawing on IWM’s First World War collections, the richest and most 

comprehensive in the world, visitors are able to see over 1,300 objects 

on display, many of which have never been seen before. They range from 

weapons, uniforms and equipment to diaries and letters, keepsakes and 

trinkets, photographs, film and art.  

 

Each of the objects on display give a voice to the people who created 

them, used them or cared for them and reveal stories not only of 

destruction, suffering and loss, but also endurance and innovation, duty 

and devotion, comradeship and love.  Visitors are able to see what life was 

like at the front, and experience the sights and sounds of a recreated 

‘trench’, with the Sopwith Camel fighter plane and Mark V tank looming 

above them. They can learn of the terrible strain the war placed on people 

and communities and will be able to consider some of the questions and 

choices, ordinary and extraordinary, that people of Britain and its former 

Empire had to face in this first ‘total war’. 
 

Supported by HLF along with other donors. 

 

For more information please visit iwm.org.uk/events 

 

– Ends – 
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For further press information please contact: 

Kate Crowther, Press Assistant, kcrowther@iwm.org.uk / 020 7416 5497 

Charlotte Sluter, Centenary Press Co-ordinator / csluter@iwm.org.uk / 020 7416 5420 

  

Notes to Editors: 

IWM London  

IWM London - IWM’s flagship branch - tells the stories of those whose lives have been shaped by war through 

the depth, breadth and impact of our Galleries, displays and events. Visit our brand new First World War 

Galleries featuring over 1,300 objects from IWM’s collections, explore what life was like at home during the 

Second World War in A Family in Wartime; delve into the world of espionage in Secret War; visit our award-

winning Holocaust Exhibition; discover stories of bravery in The Lord Ashcroft Gallery: Extraordinary Heroes;  

see work by some of Britain’s most significant 20
th

 Century artists in our art galleries or take in our latest major 

temporary exhibitions.  Our family learning sessions and events encourage debate and challenge people’s 

perceptions of war.  

 

Open daily from 10am – 6pm (except 24 - 26 December) 

IWM London, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ.  

T: 020 7416 5000 E: mail@iwm.org.uk 

iwm.org.uk / @I_W_M / www.facebook.com/iwm.london 

 

 

IWM  

IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts involving 

Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 

 

Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, ideas 

and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences across our five 

museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We challenge people to look 

at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the causes, course and consequences 

of war and its impact on people’s lives. 

 

IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year. IWM London, our flagship branch, marks the 

Centenary of the First World War with new permanent First World War Galleries and a new Atrium with iconic 

large object displays. Our other branches are IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed 

by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world-renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved wartime 

airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; and the Second 

World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 

 

First World War Centenary 

2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain 

and the world. IWM will mark the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of 

cultural activities across the country. For more information, visit www.1914.org 
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